
Motorcycle insurance works similarly to auto insurance, providing financial protection 
against accidents, theft, and liability. You pay a premium for a policy that covers damages 
to your bike (collision/comprehensive) and injuries or damages you cause to others 
(liability). Policies are customized based on the rider, bike type, and coverage limits.  

 

Key Components of Motorcycle Insurance: 

 Liability Coverage (Required): Covers bodily injury and property damage to others if 
you are at fault in an accident. 

 Collision Coverage: Pays to repair or replace your motorcycle if it is damaged in a 
collision, regardless of fault. 

 Comprehensive Coverage: Covers non-collision damage, such as theft, vandalism, 
fire, or animal collisions. 

 Uninsured/Underinsured Motorist (UM/UIM): Protects you if you are hit by a driver 
who has no insurance or not enough insurance. 

 Medical Payments/Personal Injury Protection (PIP): Pays for medical bills for you 
and your passengers, regardless of fault. 

 Custom Parts/Accessories Coverage: Covers specialized equipment (chrome 
pieces, saddlebags, custom paint) not part of the original bike.  

 

How It Works in Practice: 

 Claims Process: If an accident occurs, you file a claim with your insurer. If covered, 
the insurer pays for losses up to your policy limits, minus your deductible. 

 Deductible: The amount you pay out-of-pocket before insurance kicks in for 
collision or comprehensive claims. 

 Premium Factors: Rates vary based on your age, driving record, location, and the 
type of motorcycle. 

 Storage "Lay-up": Some insurers oƯer reduced, comprehensive-only coverage 
during winter months when the bike is not ridden.  

 

 

Common Add-ons: 

 Roadside Assistance: Covers towing and labor if your bike breaks down. 



 Trip Interruption Coverage: Reimburses costs for food/lodging if a breakdown breaks 
up a trip. 

 OEM Endorsement: Ensures only original manufacturer parts are used for repairs. 


